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META’S STATE PAC :

FORGE THE FUTURE

B i g  Te c h  h as  b e e n  i nflue n c i n g  G e org i a ’s  state  po l i t i cs

aroun d  d ata  c e nter  d eve l opm e nt  i n  two  ways :

M eta  spe n ds  more th a n  a ny  of  i ts  te c h  r iva ls  at  th e  state

l eve l .  M eta  runs  a  n o nfe d era l  mu l t i-state  PAC ,  c a l l e d  th e

Amer ican Technology  Excel lence Project ,  or  ATEP ,  wh i c h

subseque nt ly  fun ds  state  PACs  suc h  as  M a ki n g  Our

To m orrow,  ba c ki n g  D e m o crats  a n d  Forg e  th e  Future ,

ba c ki n g  Repub l i c a ns .  

Org a n ize d  un d er  S e ct i o n  527  of  th e  I ntern a l  Reve nue  C o d e ,

AT E P  is  a b l e  to  bypass  federal  and local  transparency

laws  requ ir i n g  PACs  to  d isc l ose  th e ir  d o n at i o ns  a n d

expe n d i tures .  Th e  M eta  state  PAC  supporte d  s ix  Repub l i c a n

c a n d i d ates  i n  G e org i a  state  pr i m ar i es ,  a l l  of  wh i c h

a dva n c e d  to  th e  g e n era l  e l e ct i o n .

Meta State-Level  PACs
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M eta  g ave  a n  un d isc l ose d  a m ount  to

BroBrot  Todd Jones  for  th e  pr i m ary

e l e ct i o n .  S tate  represe ntat ive  J o n es  is

Vi c e  C h a ir  of  th e  H ouse  S c i e n c e

&  Te c h n o l o gy  C o m m i t te e ,  m a ki n g  h i m  a

strate g i c  c a n d i d ate  for  M eta .  J o n es  is  a lso

th e  c h a irm a n  of  Ta l i t r ix ,  a  c o mpa ny  th at

prov i d es  G PS  a n d  e l e ct ro n i c  m o n i tor i n g

equ ipm e nt  a n d  sof tware  to  g overn m e nt

ag e n c i es  suc h  as  l aw  e nforc e m e nt ,  c ourts ,

pro bat i o n ,  or  c orre ct i o ns .
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LOBBYING AT THE

STATE AND LOCAL

LEVEL 

I n  G e org i a ,  hypersc a l e  d ata  c e nter  c o mpa n i es  h ave

c o n ducte d  l o b by i n g  at  th e  state  l eve l ,  a n d  h ave  push e d  for

tax  bre a ks ,  perm i ts ,  a n d  re-zo n i n g .

Lobby ing by  Hyperscale  Data Center
D evelopers  in  Georgia  (2025-26 )
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At  th e  l o c a l  l eve l ,  zoning ord inances  have been updated

to accommodate the industry .  E f f i n g h a m  C ounty 's  zo n i n g

c o d e  was  upd ate d  to  exp l i c i t ly  l ist  d ata  c e nters  a m o n g

perm i t te d  i n dustr i a l  use .  Th is  h appe n e d  r i g ht  b efore

Ope n AI 's  $20  b i l l i o n  c a mpus  pro j e ct  n e ar  R i n c o n  was

a n n oun c e d .  Ope n AI ’s  hypersc a l e  d ata  c e nter  was

approve d  i n  se cre cy,  b e h i n d  N DA’s ,  w i th out  c o m mun i ty

i nput .

The Data Center  Coal i t ion ,  a n  i n dustry  asso c i at i o n

represe nt i n g  Am azo n ,  G o o g l e ,  a n d  M i crosof t ,  h ire d  two

l o b by ists  at  G e org i a ’s  state  c ap i to l ,  wh o  test i f i e d  ag a i nst  a

b i l l  a i m e d  at  re gu l at i n g  d ata  c e nter  fa c i l i t i es  i n  G e org i a .  

Th e  Data  C e nter  C oa l i t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i th  Am azo n  We b

S erv i c es ,  a n d  M eta ,  a l l  sh are  l o b by ists  w i th  G e org i a  Power.

S o  hypersc a l e  d ata  c e nter  c o mpa n i es  a n d  th e  ut i l i ty

c o mpa n i es  th at  power  th e m  are  worki n g  to g eth er  to  g et

tax  bre a ks ,  perm i ts ,  a n d  i n dustry  fr i e n d ly  re-zo n i n g .  

Fi tz  J o h nso n  is  th e  Repub l i c a n  c a n d i d ate  run n i n g  for

e l e ct i o n  to  th e  G e org i a  Pub l i c  S erv i c e  C o m m iss i o n  to

represe nt  D istr i ct  3.  Al m ost  70  perc e nt  of  h is  c a mpa i g n

c o nt r i but i o ns  of  $500  or  m ore  h ave  b e e n  fro m  pe op l e  a n d

e nt i t i es  t i e d  to  th e  c o mpa n i es  th e  c o m m iss i o n  re gu l ates .

Th is  of  c ourse  i n c lud es  G e org i a  Power,  wh i c h  h as

agre e m e nts  w i th  G o o g l e ,  Ope n AI ,  M eta ,  a n d  M i crosof t ,  for

power i n g  th e ir  hypersc a l e  d ata  c e nters  i n  th e  state .
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S o  Fi tz  J o h nso n  is  th e  Bro Brot  to  l o o k  for  o n

th e  ba l l ot  i n  N ove m b er  i n  G e org i a .  J o h nso n  is

a  form er  D istr i ct  3  G e org i a  Pub l i c  S erv i c e

C o m m iss i o n er  —  h e  h e l d  th e  pos i t i o n  for  four

ye ars  fro m  2021  to  2025.  I n  th at  t i m e ,  h e  vote d

to  approve  G e org i a  Power ’s  p l a n  to  spe n d  te ns

of  b i l l i o ns  of  d o l l ars  o n  new  power  p lants

pr imar i ly  to serve data centers .  H e  a lso  vote d

for  al l  s ix  Georgia  Power  rate increases .

PSC Campaign Contr ibut ions  From U t i l i ty
Companies  Associated w i th Hyperscale  Data

Centers  in  Georgia  (2026 )
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Al l  m a j or  c o mpa n i es  d eve l op i n g  hypersc a l e  d ata

c e nters  i n  Lou is i a n a  c o n ducte d  l o b by i n g  i n  th e  state .

Th e  resu l t  h as  b e e n  tax  bre a ks ,  re-zo n i n g  of  rura l  l a n ds

to  i n dustr i a l  use ,  a n d  th e  gra nt i n g  of  perm i ts .  

Lobby ing by  Hyperscale  Data Centers  in
Lou is iana (2025-26 )
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M eta  secured the incent ives  for  i ts  Hyper i o n  d ata

c e nter  i n  Lou is i a n a ,  through a  fast- tracked

legis lat ive process .  M eta  exp l ic i t ly  cond i t ioned the

project  o n  re c e iv i n g  a  sales  tax  exempt ion  o n  th e

b i l l i o ns  i t  wou l d  spe n d  o n  servers  a n d  equ ipm e nt .  

Lou is i a n a's  Act  730  gra nts  up  to  30  ye ars  of  sa l es

a n d  use  tax  re bates  o n  d ata  c e nter  c o nstruct i o n ,
server  equ ipm e nt ,  a n d  c o o l a nt  syste ms .  Th is  m e a ns

M eta  is  pro j e cte d  to  extract  up  to $3.6  b i l l ion in

sales  tax  exempt ions  i n  th e  f irst  d e c a d e  a l o n e .

Th e  Lou is i a n a  Pub l i c  S erv i c e  C o m m iss i o n  h as

approve d  a  tota l  of  10  g as  p l a nts  to  power  M eta ’s
m ass ive  d ata  c e nter  i n  R i c h l a n d  Par ish .  Th e  U n i o n  of

C o n c ern e d  S c i e nt ists  (U C S )  foun d  th at  Lou is i a n a ’s
e l e ct r i c i ty  syste m  costs  cou ld  increase by  $26
bi l l ion  over  the next  15  years ,  so l e ly  due  to  h i g h

d ata  c e nter  growth .  

Spot l ight
Meta ’s  $50  b i l l ion Hyper ion data center  in  Lou is iana
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I n  N ove m b er,  Lou is i a n a  is  h o l d i n g  a n  e l e ct i o n  for  two  of

f ive  se ats  o n  th e  Lou is i a n a  Pub l i c  S erv i c e  C o m m iss i o n .

Eve n  th oug h  B i g  Te c h  d i d  n ot  d ire ct ly  c o nt r i bute  to  PS C

c a mpa i g ns ,  b oth  ut i l i ty  c o mpa n i es  th at  h ave  m a j or  d ata-
c e nter  power  purc h ase  agre e m e nts  -  E ntergy  a n d

S outhwestern  E l e ct r i c  Power  C o mpa ny  -  prov i d e d  m o n ey

to  th e  c a mpa i g ns  of  Repub l i c a ns  S teph a n i e  H i l ferty  a n d

J o h n  Atki ns .

PSC Campaign Contr ibut ions  From U t i l i ty
Companies  Associated w i th

Hyperscale  Data Centers  in  Lou is iana (2026 )

As  of  M ay  2026 ,  Atki ns  reporte d  n e ar ly  28  perc e nt ,  or

over  $141 ,000  of  h is  c o nt r i but i o ns  fro m  bus i n esses  or

e nt i t i es  asso c i ate d  w i th  PS C-re gu l ate d  e nt i t i es ,  i n c lud i n g

ut i l i ty  exe cut ives  a n d  th e  o i l  a n d  g as  i n dustry.  
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H i l ferty  re c e ive d  50  percent  of  h er  c a mpa i g n

c o nt r i but i o ns  fro m  i n d iv i dua ls  th at  th e  Lou is i a n a  Pub l i c

S erv i c e  C o m m iss i o n  is  suppose d  to  re gu l ate  or  pe op l e

asso c i ate d  w i th  th e m ,  l i ke  ut i l i ty  l awyers  a n d  l o b by i n g

f irms  wh ose  c l i e nts  i n c lud e  o i l  a n d  g as  c o mpa n i es  a n d

ut i l i t i es .  

H i l ferty  re c e ive d  50  percent  of  h er  c a mpa i g n

c o nt r i but i o ns  fro m  i n d iv i dua ls  th at  th e  Lou is i a n a  Pub l i c

S erv i c e  C o m m iss i o n  is  suppose d  to  re gu l ate  or  pe op l e

asso c i ate d  w i th  th e m ,  l i ke  ut i l i ty  l awyers  a n d  l o b by i n g

f irms  wh ose  c l i e nts  i n c lud e  o i l  a n d  g as  c o mpa n i es  a n d

ut i l i t i es .  
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I n  Ar izo n a ,  m a j or  hypersc a l e  d eve l opers  h ave
l o b b i e d  at  b oth  th e  state  a n d  l o c a l  l eve ls ,
e n g ag i n g  a  m ix  of  form er  e l e cte d  of f i c i a ls  a n d
i n dustry-a l i g n e d  represe ntat ives  to  a dva n c e
favora b l e  tax  po l i cy,  zo n i n g  c h a n g es ,  a n d
perm i t t i n g .  

Th e  n at i o n a l  Data  C e nter  C oa l i t i o n  is
represe nte d  i n  th e  state  by  Ar izo n a-base d
l o b by ist  Russe l l  S m o l d o n ,  wh o  h as  d escr i b e d
e n ergy  a c c ess  as  th e  i n dustry 's  b i g g est  "c h o ke
po i nt ."  

Ar izo n a  h as  b e c o m e  o n e  of  th e  top  d ata  c e nter
m arkets  i n  th e  c ount ry,  n e ar i n g  100  fa c i l i t i es
statew i d e .

Big Tech ’s  Ar izona Lobby ing

CASE STUDY:
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Th e  Ar izo n a  C orporat i o n  C o m m iss i o n  (AC C )  is  a  f ive-
m e m b er  e l e cte d  b o dy  th at  fun ct i o ns  as  th e  state's  pub l i c

serv i c e  c o m m iss i o n .  S o  th e  AC C  re gu l ates  i nvestor-
own e d  ut i l i t i es  l i ke  Ar izo n a  Pub l i c  S erv i c e  a n d  Tucso n

E l e ct r i c  Power,  a n d  h o l ds  th e  power  to  approve  th e

i nfrastructure  d e a ls  th at  c o n n e ct  d ata  c e nters  to  th e  gr i d .  

ACC Campaign Contr ibut ions  From U t i l i ty
Companies  Associated w i th

Hyperscale  Data Centers  in  Ar izona (2026 )
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Th e  AC C  vote d  4-1  to  a l l ow  Tucso n  E l e ct r i c
Power  to  power  B e a l e  I nfrastructure's  “Pro j e ct
B lue”  d ata  c e nter  i n  Tucso n  d esp i te  m ass ive
pub l i c  oppos i t i o n .

Th e  c o m m iss i o n ers  wh o  approve d  th at  d e a l  are
th e mse lves  th e  b e n ef i c i ar i es  of  s i g n i f i c a nt
ut i l i ty  i n dustry  m o n ey.  S i n c e  2021 ,  AC C  C h a ir
Kev i n  Th o mpso n  a n d  Vi c e  C h a ir  N i c k  Myers
h ave  a c c epte d  a combined 212  donat ions

fro m  pe op l e  w i th  d ire ct  t i es  to  re gu l ate d  ut i l i ty
c o mpa n i es ,  l o b by i n g  f irms ,  a n d  e n ergy  i n dustry

groups.  Th is  i n c lud es  e mp l oye es  of  N extEra ,
wh i c h  powers  G o o g l e ’s  d ata  c e nter  i n  M esa ,
Ar izo n a .

AC C 's  own  c o d e  of  eth i cs  pro h i b i ts
c o m m iss i o n ers  fro m  a c c ept i n g  d o n at i o ns  fro m
re gu l ate d  pub l i c  serv i c e  c orporat i o ns  or

re g istere d  l o b by ists  a n d  requ ires  th e m  to
return  suc h  fun ds  or  re cuse  th e mse lves  fro m
re l ate d  d e c is i o ns .

14
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S o ,  th e  Bro Brot  to  watc h  out  for  i n  Ar izo n a ’s  g e n era l

e l e ct i o n  for  Ar izo n a  C orporat i o n  C o m m iss i o n  o n  N ove m b er

3rd  is  Kev i n  Th o mpso n .  Th o mpso n  works  as  a n  i n d epe n d e nt

c o nsu l ta nt  for  c l i e nts ,  i n c lud i n g  d ata  c e nters .
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